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WASHINGTON, D. C.
SPEECH OF WiLllAM H. SEWARD

ON THB

CENTRAL AMERICAN QUESTION.
In the Senate ot" the tVJied tttlM. January 31. 1

Ma. Pb*sii»**t:
I iin;re to concentrate the attention of the

Senate and of the country upon the Central
American Question. Therefore I pass over the
controversy about Mr. t'rarnpton's violation of
our neutrality laws. as I do the more general
topic of the Monroe doctrine, both of which subjectshave been elaborately discussed by the Senatorfrom Michigan.
The President of the United States has caused

our rase to be fully and ably presented, and Great
Britain has explicitly refused to comply with our
demands. It t>clongs now to Congress to determinethe course which the country shall pursue.
11 13 I.. . 'UVIC.UIO, Ml ICT.C UUI ^USIUUU.
If it is right, we cannot recede without dishonor,
never to be incurred. If it is wrong, we cannot
recede too soon. If we shall not recede, we may
inrolve our country in no common war.an evil
to !»e avoided if possible, consistently with duty.
1 shad therefore take care not to say, consciously,
anything that might tend to intlame our own

country, or to exasperate Great Britain.
it is no question of persons or of parties, nor is

it even a domestic question. Therefore, 1 shall
retrain now. as I did when I spake to it before,
from bringing any personal or partisan or domesticsubject into the debate, no matter who
shall invite or who shall provoke to such u

course.

Shaking goograpically, Central America is
fitnated on the Isthmus which unites the two
Contiuents of North America and South America,
and extends from the southern border of Mexico
to the northern boundary of New Gronada; and it
apreads from that part of the Atlantic Ooear
which is called the Caribbean Sea. to the short
of the l'acific Ocean. S]N-aking jtolitically, CentralAmerica is constituted by the independent
States of Guatemala, San Salvador, Honduras.
Nicaragua, and Costa Ilica. These States excludethe Halize, or British Honduras, and include
the Mosquito ('oast. Central America was discoveredby Columbus, in the service of Spain,
and so, according to the law of that age, became
a part of the dominion ot that kingdom ; the
Poj<e having, by a previous concordat, awarded
to Portugal all the regions she should discover
in going eastward from the Azores, and to Spain
ail she should discover in going westward from
that point, without knowing that the two parties,
pursuing their opposite courses, were ultimately
to meet and conflict. This portion of the Isth-
inn* was conquered ana colonized ana occupied
by Spain in i32.r>, and became. afler n time, the
kingdom or vice-royalty of Guatemala. This
vice-royalty, or province, threw off the Spanish
authority, and became an independent federal
republic in 1*23, under the name of the Republic
of Central America. In 1838, the five States
which I have already named, and which constitutedthe Republic, dissolved their political
union, and each assumed absolute independence.
They have an aggregate population of about two
millions.one twelfth whites, four twelfths mixed,
and the residue Indians.
The acquisition of < Californiaby the I'nited States

in 1848, the disclosure of its immense mineral
wealth, and the consequent political organization
and social development of that State, precipitated
upon them and on the world the solution of that
great problem of a communication across the
isthmus, between the two Oceans, which had
been studied without practical result three hundredand fifty years. Such a passage, while it
would be beneficial to all nations, was indispensableto the I'nited States, because California
was practically inaccessible from the Atlantic
{States for the purposes of commerce and defence.
The United States had sympathized with all

the Spanish American States in their revolutions,and had extended to them fav orable commercialtreaties. In 1823, the President, Mr.
Monroe, after grave consideration, had announced
to the world, as a postulate, that " tho American
Continents, by the free and independent condition
which they have assumed and maintained, are
henceforth not to be considered subjects for futurecolonization by any European Power." 15ut
the United States had, nevertheless, always declined,although often urgently invited and invoked,to interfere in the political affairs of thost
States.
Three prominent routes for inter-oceauic passageswere discussed : t hie by the way of Tehuantepec,in Mexico; one by the way of Sai

Juan and Lake Nicaragua, understood to b<
within the State of Nicaragua; ami one by th<
way of Chagres, in New Grenada. The citizen!
and the Government of the United States ap
xuieu memseives u» ooiain me opening 01 « '
thc*e k-. «x i in the 14tb of March. 1849, tin
State ,,f ^XTuite.rStatr,. grMHlW1 wi,!
citizens ot the ««

canal or railway«-ttlaJiv« right to o
River San Ju»

from ocean to ocean, 1 g f juu,
and the Lake Nicaragua On

Sut.1H4'h
|
" ; r aa,i distinguiebirN^aty. Offering

lh;vl undertaking, <

^^ftha" they Seotem^tilAi jMat*. On tin I "

Ibiui.ek.j «rfa offered fijr that State to the l'n
ted States, by which it was proposed that tli
passage should be open, on equal terms, to n
States and Nations who should enter into tli
necessary stipulations fur its safety and preservetion. The United States hesitated, and refrainefrom accepting either treaty. The subject wa
embarrassed by the presence and intervention <
tireat Britain in Central America. While SpaiI retained her dominion on these continents anthe adjacent islands, she jealously excluded fo«eign Powers from commerce with her ColumnA contraband trade consequently grew up In
Iween them and tin- British Colonies in thihemisphere. The British (iovernment connive
ut that illicit commerce. Wars ensued. At thclose of these wars, in 17H7S, Ureal Britain ha
n settlement, known as the Balize, or British Hondura?, situate in the department or intendaucy cYucatan; and also a possession or occupancy othe Mosquito Coast, forming a part of the siiorof the Caribbean Sea. The extent and the titleof both these possessions were vehemently disputed by the Central American States. O
the 10th of September, 1847, the British agenannounced to the States of Nicaragua and Honduras the determination of his (iovernment tI sustain the British Protectorate on the .Mosquit( out, from Cape Honduras to and including tlilower pari ot the River San Juan.* (hi the nilof February, 18 58. only six days after the treat;©f (iuadalupe Hidalgo (which transferred California to the 1'nited States) was i-igned, two Briti«lships cutered San Juan, and expelled the Stnt<of Nicaragua therefrom; and four days atterwards, the same forco was used in taking thi

Sport of Serapaqui, on the lower branch or parof the River San Juan. Nicaragua succumbedbut protested, on the 17th of March. 1848. Oithe 16th of October, 1849, a British inau-of-wa
caotured Tiore Island i.rt' tl»« i'~- >

# , v.. .mv « ,im s ua»it i**l

belonging to Nicaragua. At th« same time, Grea
Britain had sometimes disputed w ith Hondura
for the Island of Huatan, w hich was capable, b
being fortified at a small expense, of commandite
every possible passage between the two Ocean
through Central America. Costa Rica, disputinj
w ith Nicaragua the boundary of the San Juan
was understood to favorGreat Britain; lloudumC'autitnaaland Nicaragua invoked the aid of th
United States in resisting her aggressions.

It was under these circumstances that th
treaty of lfcno, called sometimes the Clayton am
Bulwer treaty, or the Central American treaty
yvas negotiated and concluded.
I Practically, the negotiation began in an inter
view held at London. 011 the 24th of Septemhei
1849, between Lord Palmerston, Prime MinisteI of Great Britain, and Mr. Rives, American Minis
ter to France, then on his yvay to the Frencl
Court.
Mr.Hives stated that '-the British Consul a

New York had publicly claimed for the Mosquit*
Indians sovereignty and .ownership over th<
mouth and lower part of the River San Juan
that the United States had now become a part'
to the question in their own right, by virtue o
the contract by which Nicaragua had granted t(
American citirens the right to construct an inter
oceanic canal, by the way of the River San Juai
and the Lake Nicaragua; that the United States
on examination, were satisfied, as well on lega
as on geographical grounds, that the State o

Nicaragua was the territorial sovereign of thi
River and the Lake, und that they had alread;
concluded, or were about concluding, a treat;
with that State, for securing a passage ; tha
the United States, however, sought no exclusivi
privilege, and sincerely wished to see the passag
dedicated to the use of all nations, on the mos

liberal terms, and on a footing of perfect equal it;
for all; that, even if they could, they would no
obtain any exclusive right or privilege.and so

on the other hand, they would not consent to se<

so important a communication fall under the ex
elusive control of any other great commercia
Power; that Mosquito possession, at the moutl
of the San Juan, could be considered in 110 othei
light than British possession; and he propose*
that Great Britain and the United States shouh
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come to it bunk understanding with each other,
and unite to ccrry the undertaking into effect, as

one of tlic highest importance to themselves and
the t< -t of the world."
The British Minister replied, that "from an

earl v period the Mosquito Indians had been treatedby the British Government as a separate and
independent State; had what was called a King,
who, by the way, was as much a King as you or

I; that Nicaragua, having never hefore been in
possession of San Juan, had taken possession of
that town, and that the British had driven her
away from it; that the Xicaraguans had, as Lord
Palmerston alleged, in bad faith, granted to
American citizens a right to open the proposed
passage through a territory of which she was not
in possession, and that the British Government
had therefore given notice to those grantees ot
its intention to regard the contract as a void
one." But, he added, " that a suspicion seemed
to be entertained by some persons in the United
States, that the British Government wished to

plant a new Colony on the San Juan; that there
was not the slightest foundation for that suspicion,as Great Britain had already more Colonies
than she could manage; that as to any idea of
her holding exclusive possession of the mouth
of the San Juan, as the key of the contemplated
inter-oceanic passage, nothing could be further
from her mind; and that if any plan could be
suggested, by which Great Britain and the UnitedStates could unite in promoting, by their
joint influence and mutual co-operation, the
opening of a great channel by the way of Lake
Nicaragua, and declaring it a common highway
for the use and benefit of all nations, it would
receive the rno«t favorable consideration of her
Majesty's < Jovcrnment."*
The treaty was fully ratiiied on the 4th of

July, IS'iO, bat took effect from iu <late, April
9th, 18.">0. It recites the purpose of the parties,
namely, to consolidate amicable relations, by
si tting forth and fixing their mutual views and
intentions concerning any inter-oceanic canal

' that may be constructed by the way of the Itiver
S;»n Juan and either one or both of the Lakes of

! Nicaragua or Managua. The stipulations which
come most directly under review on the present
occasion are.

Art I. Neither party will ever obtain or maintain for
t »»-it any exclusive control over the contemplated canal.
Neither w ill war erector maintain any fortification com*

maudlin; the name or the vicinity thereof.
Neither will occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume

or exercise any dominion over Nicaragua.Costa Rn-a. ihc
Mosquito Coast, or any part of fentrai America.
Nriihcr will use any protection which either affords or

may afford.or any alliance which cchrr has or may have,
to or with any Slate or People, for the purpose ol erecting
or maintaining any audi fortification*. or of occupying or

colonizing Nicaragua, I'osta Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or

any part of Central America, or ol assuming or exerclaing
anv iloniiiiioii over the *auir

Neither will take advantage of any intimacy or use any
alliance, connection, or influence. that either may possess
with any S*afc or People through w hose territory the eaual
may pass, fiir :he purpose i>t acquiring or holding ilireetly
or indirectly, for it* own cili/en* or subjects, any unequal
rights or advantage* ol commerce or navigation.
Aar IV The parties will use their influence with any

>;at- or Main, or (toverniiieics. possessing or claimuig
iirisilictioii or rivlit over tf.a lerrtiory through which the
canal shall pass, lo induce tin in :o favor its construction,
and to use their good offices. whenever or however it may
lie ni >«l < ipcdieiit. to procure the establishment of two

tree ports one at each end of the canal.
Akt VI I'n- parties engage lo u vile every State in

r Jl"** with laAfh tr e,flier t.l theft, hYcnler

into stipulation* similar to those contained in this treaty,
so that nil other States way share in the honor and uilvuntildesol having contributed to the construction ol'the contemplatedcanal. And each of the contracting parties
shall enter into treaty stipulations with such of the Central
American Stales as they- may deem advisable, lor the
parpose of rnrryiug out the object of the treaty.namely,
the const ruction and maintenance of the canal as a ship
canni between the two Oceans, tor the benehtof mankind
Aur VII The parlies determine to give their support

and encouragement to the persons or company who shsll
hr«t otfer to huiid the rannl with the necessary capital
and the consent of the local authorities, and to any such
company, already existing, as may have a contract which
I* justly unobjectionable to the parties
Aar VIII. I'he parties declare that, besides the particularpurpose of the treaty betore stated, they have the

further and broader object to establish a general principle;a id so they ugree to extend their protection, by
treaty stipulations, fo any other practicable communications.whether by canal or railway, across the Isthmus,
and especially to those contemplated to be made by the
way s of Tchuantepec and 1'anaina.

It was a great treaty, sublime in its conception.generous in its spirit, and beneficent in its
purposes. The two rival members of the British
family, after long and angry alienation, met, not
within the territory of either, but on that foreign
and narrow Isthmus which, while it nuites
North and South America, divides the vigorous
Atlantic States of Kuropc and America frotn the
immature American States and the decayed Asiaticnations which on opposite coasts overlook
the broad Pacific, the last remaining one of the
barriers which Nature had erected to hinder the

i restoration of the unity of the human race. How
were they changed since they had last met in
conflict! The elder had grown richer, stronger,

. and more imperial than ever before. The youngtor had reached « higher and more palmy state
than any one of years so few had ever before atytained. They were no longer unequal, but each

» was dominant, although in a separate sphere
The one, by the presence of its mercantile marine

I and its armed navy kept the nations of the Has
i« in their places; the other, by the mere itilluenci
i of its opiuions and its laws, was supreme tttnonj

'he newer nations of the West. They met 01

i, dominion o»* . - -..p n0[ j0 f0ntend together fo:
? seize and divide an exclOBi**. . i(),rnther t<
h to make it free to each other, and equally
,T all mankind. They met in the presence of tli

n feeble an<l contcutioua Republic* which the intiu

r_ once of their own institutions had perhaps to

... organized out of the ruins ot Spanish der
r, soon !>rj.nni£ .y.citurow and subju
a t '!< those Itepuhlics. and hoIt,. ti,n .1,...1.;
i_ they could not hold, hut to fortify them, an
i,. guaranty their possessions to them forever. 1
]| is not the present, but the future, that stamp
ie upon human transactions their true and lastin
i_ character. Higher than the fame of Agincour,1 of Saratoga, of Waterloo, or of Buena Vista, Bliai
lS he the glory of that conjunction of (treat Britai
,t' and America,on the heights that command the re
it pose of the world. The truce they made there wn
,1 not effected without mutual self-denial, acquire'under the discipline ot free government, tirea
s. Britain repressed a constitutional ambition thahad long convulsed the world. The United State
< subdued one that Nature prompted, and th
,1 voice of mankind applauded and encouraged
. Let not that sacred truce he broken, and thc.si
il friendly Powers engage in deadly strife and dis
_ cord, and violence he tlitis let loose, to arrest th
if progress of the nations. Better for the pride o
ii each, that the white cliffs that ganison the eoas
«. of Knglami .sink into a black and pestilential mo
* rass, and that Niagara lose forever its deep-tone<voice, and ooze through a vulgar channel to th'
n sea, than that the great and sonorous conoyit thus established between them he rudely hri^^n
. I counsel you. Senators and statesmen of the Vni
o ted States, by all the motives that are horn ir
o the love of such a land as ours, in such an agias this.I counsel the Senators and statesmet
li of tlreat Britain, by all the motives that greatnesi
v- and ambition like her own will not permit to b<inactive, to preserve and maintain, at all cost:
\ and hazards, and through all discontents am
s jealousies, this great treaty. Let this politicsrainbow stand, stretching from the skies down
e wards on either side to the horizon, a pledge tha
t any the nations shall not again he overwlieltnci

by after-coming deluge of human passions.
» 1 shall examine first the question concerningr the Mosquito Coast. The United States insisthat (Ireat Britain is hound by tlie treaty to with'draw from that district. (Ireat Britain deniess the obligation.
>' The United States take their stand on the fail£ and natural effect of the language contained ii' the treaty. Its stipulations are. th*t l!rc»t llrit
ft ain shall not obtain or maintain any colony 01
i. occupation, or exercise any dominion over Nira

ra;;tia, Costa Rica, tin- Mosquito Coast, or ante part of Central America, Great Britain asscrtithat the stipulations are only prospective, and d<
« not take hold upon and terminate any occupatioti or colony or dominion of hers which is existingat the time wheu the treaty is concluded. Shi

argues that such an effect is merely inferential
- whereas, if it had l>een intended, it would havibeen embodied in the form of an express renun
r ciation.

It seems to me that the renunciation does no
i rest in an inference only, but is explicitly expressed. The treaty is very brief. It grasps mam
t great interests of the United States, of Grea
> Britain, of the Mosquito Nation, of the Balizi
f Colony, of Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica. an<
; the two other Central American States, of Mexi
v co, and New Grenada, and of all friendly nationsf and necessarily disposes of them in languag*> which is comprehensive, while it is abrupt am
- terse. Great Britain stipulates that she will no
i ever (that is to say, after this time, hencefor

ward maintain any colony or occupancy, or ex1 ercise any dominion over the Mosquito Coast
f This stipulation cannot be fully executed, utiles
f Great Britain shall, from this time, relinquishi" discontinue, give up. retire from, and ubandon
P whatever colony, occupation, or domain, of what
t ever form or nature, she now maintains or exer
i* cises on the Mosquito Coast. A doubt may arisi
e whether the colony, occupation, and dominion, in
t directly maintained and exercised in the form o
p a Protectorate over the Mosquito Nation, is inclu
t ded in the renunciation. To remove this doubt
i, Great Britain rejieats and specifies that she wil
e not (from this time henceforward) "make use o
- any protection which she now affords to any Statt1 or People, for the purpose of maintaining anji Colony, or occupation, or exercising any doniinrion whatever, on the Mosquito Coast." I tun
1 the argument of Great Britain against herself
1 If she iB not to relinquish and discontinue hei

Doc. 97, p. 18.
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Mosquito Colony, occupation, and dominion, now i

maintained and exercised in the form ofa Protect-
orate, why does she not expressly reserve and
save them ? I

I submit, in the next place, that if the Ameri-
can construction is not the true one, then the
treaty is destitute of that mutuality which is inherentin all conventions, and avowed with pe-
culiar earnestness and solemnity in this one.
The rnited States have not, either on the Mos-
quito Coast or in any other part of Central Amer-
ica. any colony, occupation, or dominion, of any
form whatever. They stipulate that they will
never obtain or assume any such. Great Britain
nas an or uiese existing in me lorm 01 me rrotectorate,and that constitutes the obstacle to the
opening of the proposed ship canal, an object
desired by both parties. She agrees on her part
that she will not only not obtain or assume any new
colony, occupation, or dominion there, but she
will not hereafter maintain or exercise any such
that is now existing. As she has heretofore
made use " of her Protectorate for the purpose

of maintaining and exercisng such occupancy
and dominion, she agrees that she will make use

of that machinery for those purposes no longer.
But if the machinery is preserved at all, it must
constitute now, as heretofore, a colony, an occupation,a dominion and therefore the machinery
itself must cease. If the British construction is
right, then Great Britain has conceded nothing
present and nothing future, while the United
States have conceded everything, equally present
and future, by excluding themselves henceforward
and forever from Central America.

»>ne can scarcely maintain his gravity when
he finds Lord Clarendon, on the other hand, arguingthat the British construction is based on

the principle of mutuality. His syllogism is this:
Great Britain has colonies, occupations, and dominions,in Central America; the United States
have none. If Great Britain relinquish her colonies,occupations, and dominions, she surrenders
advantages without receiving any equivalents.
But it is to bo remembered that the United States
denied absolutely the British title to their colonies,
occupations, and dominions, in Central America ;
anrl anoAnHIr flmv ViaH « nt a ryon i stira.! riuhtfl to

establish coionies. occupations, and dominions,
there, by virtue of the contract and two treaties
extended to them by Nicaragua, whose title they
held to be paramount to that of Great Britain.
To aroid this conflict between themselves, the
parties agree to abandon Central America to the
States existing there, to whom it belongs.

Tressed by the American argument, Great
Britain concedes that the treaty limits and modiliesher Protectorate. But she cannot stand on

that ground, because the treaty specifies no limitationsor modifications; ami the language which
confessedly works them out, equally works a

complete discontinuance and abandonment of the
Protectorate herself.
Lord Clarendon attempts to derive a contemporaneousexpositiou favorable to the British

construction from the conduct of Kpain and the
United States previous to the treaty. Spain did
not indeed remonstrate against the Protectorate
during the last years of her power in America,
but she had abundant occupation in defending
them against her insurgent provinces. The United
States did not challenge the legality of the Protectoratebefore 1849, although invited to do so

by Central America and the States of Honduras,
Guatimala, and Nicaragua. But then they hail
acquired no title and no interest which would
authorize their intervention. When that title
and that interest were acquired, they promptly
and explicitly announced to Great Britain their
irreconcilable opposition to her maintenance of
the Protectorate.

I have already given the Protest made bv Mr.
Rives. I give now the language of Mr. Clayton,
as expressed by Mr. Lawrence : " Is Great Britain
eager or willing that the question of her alleged
Protectorate should be tried at the bar of the
public opinion of the world? Does she believe
that she can obtain credit for having undertaken
it from a conviction that the Mosquitoes were

competent to discharge the duties of sovereignty ;
or is she disposed to hazard the notoriety of the
fact that the visor of royalty which she would
fain place upon the preudo monarch of that regionis too transparent to conceal the features of
the real sovereign? Can Great Britain imagine
that the commercial nations of the world will
tacitly allow her, by means so invidious, to obtainsubstantial and exclusive control over the
right of way to the Pacific, by the port of San
Juan and the river of that name, or to wre.it the
sovereignty over that region from the rightful
proprietor? In such pretensions, we trust that
the I'nited States at least will never acquiesce."*

Lord Clarendon next, resorts to a refinement of
criticism, quite extraordinary in such a place.
Ho refers to the stipulation by which the parties
agree to invite all Powers friendly to either of
them to enter into stipulations, similar to those
contained in the treaty ; and argues that this
agreement would include the Central American

1 States, while, if they should accept the invitastion and sign the treaty, they would thereby, acJcording to the American construction, renounce
i the territories in which they exlt,t'. / u.^r cursory reading of the stipulation,
J text, shows that two classes of States are con^

i^'ated.one class, not those existing m C«
ic lishe<TTnc.~. which are estaoi-enter into stipulations similar to the premnit/y}^0o ty. and they are also invited to follow the examplei- of tlio contracting parties, and enter into especialtreaties with the second class, namely, the Cen'ltral American States.'1 I leave this controversy of words, and, followingthe distinguished negotiators, I rise to the19 height of the groat argument. Mark, I pray you,K the manifest conflict of the British exposition' with itself.
i' In his statement of the 11th of September,n 1855, I/ord Clarendon argues thus. If the treaty- had been intended to act upon and terminate the-1 Protectorate, ''it would have contained in specific' terms a renunciation, on the j-art of Great Britt ain, of the possession* and rights which, ur to

the conclusion of the convention, she had claim9ed to maintain.'' Again, and on the same liy9polliesis, he writes, " the treaty would then have
imposed upon (Ireat Britan the obligation to re9nounce possessions and rights, without any cquiv-alont renunciation on the part of the I'nited9 States." Again, " if the Convention was intendfed to impose upon (Ireat Britain an obligation to1 withdraw from portions of territory occupied by it,then the Government of the Central American1 States would, by the mere act of accession, sign9 away their rights to the territaries in which they1 were situated.'' Once more he writes, " the BritishGovernment neither have the wish to extend

- the limits of their possessions or the sphere of their1 influence in that quarter, nor would any Britishs interest be promoted by doing so. But, the Brit1iah Government are not prepared to contracts either the one or the other."
You see at once that, in these branches of thos discussion, the Protectorate is no unsubstantial,I shadowy thing, but that, on the contrary, it is a1 political institution, having the elements of pos"session, occupancy, and dominion,f Listen now to his Lordship, while, with eqnal1 skill, he plays upon a lower key. In his statementof May 2d, 18.">4, he writes, " It is properr that her Majesty's Government should at oncet state that her Majesty has never held any possessions whatever in the Mosquito country. Hut, alithough Great Britain held no possessions in theMosquito country, she undoubtedly exercised ar great and extensive influeuce over it, as the pro1tecting ally of the Mosquito King." Again he

- writes, " Mr. Buchanan confounds the two confditious of a sovereiyuty and a protectorate, and.
- unuer mis error, treats the agreement not to eolronize, or occupy, or fortify, nor assume nor cxerseise dominion over, as an agreement not to pro">teet. With respect to sovereignty. Great Britaint never claimed, and does not now claim or holdr any sovrngnty orrr MosquitoHere tlie British
s Protectorate dissolves into a faint and indistinct
; shadow, and a Mosquito 'Kingdom rises up besfore us as perfect in outline and majestic in pro-portions as one of those graceful yet majesticstructures which delight us in the Arabian Nightst Entertainments.

I take leave to say, that we treated not with a
r Mosquito King and Mosquito Nation, but witht her own Most Gracious Majesty and the Peopleb of Great Britain. They cannot now renouncei the characters they then assumed, and substitute
- in their places unreal or even real parties, whom
, they did not thou introduce.
p But, in fact, there was not then, nor is there1 now, either a Mosquito Kingdom or Mosquitot King.

First. There was no such Kingdom or King,- because, by the laws of nations, there could be
- none. Grant, for the sake of the argument, that
* there is a tribe of Mosquito Indians, and that
, they have a chief, who is called by others and
, regarded by themselves as "every inch a king".
- grant, that with whatever form and ceremony- this cacique, and even his predecessors, throughb a long line, ascending beyond the discovery of
- America, were crowned in their own domain, orf in Jamaica, by their own people or by British
- subjects. Still the facts are undisputed, that this
, Nation and their King were savages, who were1 found existing within the known geographicalf and territorial limits of Guatemala, a province of
s Spain, on the earliest colonization ofAmerica, and
r that they remained there until the revolution with-in that province, by which it became independi ent, and that they have remained ever since in1 the same territory, within the geographical limits
r of the independent States of Honduras aud Xica
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ragua, and possibly Costa Rica. By the universal
custom of European and American States, savage
tribes, although they are permitted to exercise
some municipal powers, hare no actnal or high
sovereignty. Even when they have never been
displaced or subdued, the sovereignty neverthelessresides in the State or Nation which exercisesdirectly, or derives to itself, the title acquired
by European discovery. It was by this universal
law that Great Britain acquired and so long
maintained that sovereignty within the territory
of the original United States, which she resigned
to them by the treaty of Versailles in 1783. By
the same law, France acquired and held that dominionin Canada and the valuable West India
Islands, which she so reluctantly transferred to
Great Britain, on the fall of Quebec, in 17G3. By
the same law, Spain acquired that title to the Floridas,and vast regions in Louisiana and Mexico,
to which the United States have succeeded by
purchase, as well as all those extensive countries,
in Mexico, Central America, and South America,
which have passed from under her dominion, and
goue under the sway of the Spanish American
Republics. It was by the same law that Denmarkacquired her possessions in the West Indies,
and that Portugal acquired Brazil; and the Empireof Brazil stands now on the same title. The
authority for this universal law, most apposite to
the present occasion, is that of Great Britain
herself, as confessed in the negotiation which led
to the treaty in question. Mr. Rives reports to
Mr. Clayton a conversation between himself and
Lord Palmerston thus : " I concluded with sayingthat it resulted from this long course of universalusage and conventional practice, that
actual possession was in no wise necessary to
th« prprcia^ nf a ricrhtful sovereitrntv on Indian
territory : and that although Indian tribes were

possessed of some of the attributes of a separate
political existence, such as that of governing
their communities by their own internal laws,
and also of sustaining the relations of peace and
war, yet it was impossible to recognise in them
a complete national independence, such as that
which was claimed for the Mosquitoes, without
subverting the whole fabric of public law belongingto our peculiar position, which had grown
up with the goneral concurrence and assent of
all the civilized nations of Europe."
To these remarks, Lord Palnierston replied by

saying, that he " fully admitted the generul doctrinefor which we contended; that it was the
principle on which they conducted all their relationswith th® Indian tribes in Canada; but that
the case of the Mosquitoes was aui genrria, and
stood upon its own peculiar circumstances.' *

Hut the law being universal, there can be no
case aui gmtria. If there are any peculiar circumstances,which is denied, they are not set forth.
Even if there wore such, yet they could not sustainan exception to the universal law.
At least, the existence of such a case in behalf

of the Mosquito Nation cannot be pleaded against
Spain and her successors, unless the recognition
of it can be shown. Nor can it be pleaded by
Great Britain, if she herself has recognised the
paramount title of ^pain and her successors.

Here, you w ill jileasc take notice that the Protectorateneither is, nor is claimed by Great Brit-
am 10 ne, a mouern msmuuon. un me contrary,it standi upon prescription. I g.ve you the
evidence:

" Foreiox Office, Jan. 5, 1850.
" Viscount Palinerston presents kis complimentsto Mr. IAwrence, and begs to communicateto him, for his perusal, a translation in

Spanish of a letter from Mr. Chatfield,her Majesty'sCharge d'Affaires in Guatemala,addressed
to the Government of Nicaragua on the 5th of
September last, containing a statemert of facts,
showing the nature of the connection ivhicli has
existed, since the middle of the seventtenth ceutury,between Great Britain and tin Mosquito
Nation."f

This prescriptive protectorate came under the
cognizance of not only Spain, but aso Great
Britaiu herself, when making a treaty of peace,
boundaries, and commerce, in 1783.
By article sixth of that treaty, it wa3 stipulated

that British subjects "shall have the rijht of cutting,loading, and carrying away, logwtod, in the
district lying between the River \\Talis, or Balize,and Rio Hondo".a district hutdreds of
miles distant from the Mosquito Coast. "Therefore,all the English who may be disscrsed in
any other parts, whether on the Spaniih Continent[main land] or in any of the Islanls whatsoeverdependent on the aforesaid Spanah Continent,and for whatever reason it might be,
without exception, shall return within th» district
which has been above described, in the (pace of
eighteen months," " and for this purpost, orders
shall be issued on the part of his Britann c Majestj-'i
The same Protectorate came again uider the

review of the same high contracting ptrties, in
178b, in making a further treaty. By article first,
it was stipulated as follows : " His Britaauic Majesty'ssubjects, and the other colonists who have
hitherto enjoyed the protection of England, shall
evacuate the country of the Mosquitoes, as well
as the Continent in general, and the Islands adY»^^nt,without exception, situated beyond tJ,e

the positiBftft" described as what ough* «>
. . n.iUJm VlahA AYtont nf tArritnrv flrrftntea

vention, and m addition to tfie *8j?.rer ^rtAdv» . > m them, in virtue of the stipulationsagreed upon iy the commissione«s of the twoCrowns in 1785." The line specified ^ tjie 0tt>erarticles of the treaty, as the boundary, Qf thospecial possession of the English, were «je RioHondo on the north, and the River Sibun 01. thesouth, together with "the small Island of Casino,St. George's Key," or Cayo Casino, and "the cl»y*ter of small Islands which are situated oj~
"#sl ®

that part of the Coast occupied by the 'J. <rSv/lthe distance of eight leagues fro-' 1 !! lv,er ',7bun, a place which has g\r < 1f°m,d W*U
adapted to that »>' article seventh,
,ill ,un stipulations of the treaty of 178d, for recognisingthe sovereignty of Spain over even
this limited possession, were renewed and confirmed,with new and more stringent restrictions. $By article second, his Britannic Majesty agreedthat, " should there still remain any persons so
daring as to presume, by retiring into the interior
country, to endeavor to obstruct the entire evacuationalready agreed upon, his Britannic Majesty,so far from affording them the least succor,
or even protection, will disown them in the most
solemn manner, as he will equally do those who
may hereafter attempt to settle upon the territorybelonging to the Spanish domain. j|By article fourteenth, it was stipulated as follows: " His Catholic Majesty, prompted solelyby motives of humanity, promises to the King of
England that he will not again exercise any act
of severity against the Mosqnitoes inhabiting in
part the countries which are to be evacuated byvirtue of the present convention, on account of
the connections which may have subsisted betweenthe said Indians and the English; and his
Britannic Majesty, on his part, will strictly prohibitall his subjects from furnishing arms or
warlike stores to the Indians in general, sitnated
upon the frontier of the Spanish possessions.This treaty was made the ground of a motionfor a vote of censure in the British House ofLords, in 1787, and was denounced as being a humiliatingsurrender of the Mosquito country andabandonment of the Mosquito nation, tfce alliesof Great Britain. The Ministry defended the
treaty, on the ground that the British set lement
on the Mosquito shore was not a regular andlawful settlement, and that the Mosquitc nation
were not allies, and therefore Great Britain was
not bound to protect them ; and the vote of censurewas refused, by a large majority of theBeers. Thus the matter remained, so far as treatiesor laws were concerned, until 181*, whenSpain adopted a new and written CnnaStntiAn

VV..UMVUHVU,in defiance of the despotic Powers of Europe.That Constitution contained this article: " Guatemala,with the internal provinces of the East andWest, and the adjacent islands in both seas, formpart of the Spanish dominions." Great Britainrecognised Spain tinder this Constitution, andguarantied her sovereignty. Guatemala threwotf the Spanish yoke in 182:!, and becamt a confederatedRepublic. Its Constitution tlms describedthe domain which it covered. " The territoryof the Republic is the same which formerlycomprehended the ancient Kingdom ofGuatemala, with the exception for the present ofChiapas." This territory included the whole ofthe Mosquito Coast. The special and limitedBritish settlement between the Rio Hondo andthe Silver, (called the Balize,) belonging withinthe Spanish province of Vnc«t«« . -> v-
«v»va.u, aliU U V H1Crevolution passed under tlie sway of Mexico.Great Britain acknowledged the independence ofMexico, stipulating at the same time that Britishsubjects dwelling in its territories should enjoythe rights which had been granted to them bySpain in the treaty of 1786; and thus reaffirmedand re-established her own exclusion from CentralAmerica, with the exceptions and limitationsbefore described.

Having shown that there can be lawfully noMosquito Kingdom or King, I need not prove thatthere can lawfully be no British Protectorate ofsuch an impossible Kingdom or King.Although it is superfluous, I will now show,secondly, that, in fact, there is no such Kingdom,King, or Protectorate. In Central America, popu*
Senate Doe 27, p. 22, Vol. Ill, 2d Se*», 32d Congt Senate Doc. 27, p 50

t Senate Doc. 75. Vol. X, p. 10.
, Senate Doe. 75. Vol. X, p 21.
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lation, civilization, and government, ever since
the period of Spanish discovery, have clustered
on the high grounds inland and on the Pacilic
slope, leaving the coast of the Caribbean Sea,
which, though exceedingly fertile, was pestilential,chiefly unoccupied. Such wa3 the contrast
between the regions, that the early visit^ describethe colony as situated between heaven and
hell. That coast, including the Mosquito shore,
still remains " a haunt of savages, whom three
hundred years of contact with European civilizationhas not only failed to improve, but actually
degraded and debased." Among them are the
Mosquitoes, the most degraded and debsy*cd of
all. 1 hey are a mixed breed ot Indians aCii negroes,in number about 6,000. They Subsist
chiefly by fishing and hunting, and live n the
banks of the lagoons on the verge of the coast,
occupying no other part of the extensive district
covered in their name by the Protectorate. Their
blood is tainted, and they are diminishing i\ numbers,like the natives of the Sandwich Islands.
The British have built a town, named Blewfield,at the mouth of the Blewfield River, Which

contains 600 inhabitants, of whom 500 are Indiansand Negroes, and 100 are English. Nearlyall the dwellings are mere huts ; but t^icre is
one house which is built of boards, and *n this
the British agent lives, together with a native,
who has been selected by the British Governmentto personate a King. The British Hag
waves over the edifice, although it is recorded
that a national banner for the Mosquitoe^i was
once prepared at London, and sent to BletPfield.
They claim for this King, that their choice was
ratified by a number of the chiefs or head men
of the Mosquitoes, and show a certificate to that
effect, bearing their marks. They claim, also, that
the present King, or some one of his late predecessors,visited Jamaica, and there was invested
with the robes of royalty by British subjects.
The Mosquitoes are heathens. They have neither
churches nor schools, nor Ministrv, Parliament.
or Council. They have no army or navy, no

treasury, no customs, no taxes, no revenues, no

police, no industry, no trade, no intercourse,
diplomatic or otherwise, with any other people.
There are indeed, at Blewfield, civil, judicial,
diplomatic, military, and naval authorities; but
all these are British ; they execute only British
orders, and derive all their powers and snjaries
from the British Government. These doubtless
are the reasons why Lord Palmerston, in speakingof the Mosquito King, said, " he is as much
a King as you or I," anil why, as Mr. Bancroft
reports, the British House of Commons laughed
when (he being present in 1849) they voted the
appropriations to support the Charg<5 d'Affaires
at the Court of that imaginary monarch.

If any substance remained in the fictions of a

Mosquito Nation and Protectorate, it was finally
dissolved by the frank and manly statements of
Lord John Russell, written on the 19th of January,1853, with a view to its being submitted to
the Congress of the United States. "It is evident
(he writes) that since Great Britain first assumedthe protection and defence of the Mosquito
Indians, the position of all parties has changed.
First, Spain, instead of exercising absolute sovereigntyover Central America, ami prohibiting all
commerce on the coast under her sway* has entirelylost her domain over the Continent, from
Cape Horn to Florida. Secondly, the ^osquito
Indians, instead of governing their o^n tribe,
according to their own customs, furnish a name
and title to Europeans and Ant-ericans, wK>.carry
on trade at Greytown, and along the ioast of
Mosquito, according to the usages of Civilized
nations. Thirdly, Great Britain, instead of havingan interest in the defence of the Mosquito
Indians, for the sake of rescuing part of the territoryof Central America from Spanish control,
and obtaining an outlet for her, has no other interestin Mosquito than that which is derived
from an honorable regard for her old connection
with the Indian nation at Mosquito."

Under no circumstances could the fiction of a

Mosquito King, Kingdom, or Protectorate, be tolerated,to deprive the United States of continental
rights guarantied to them by treaties with the
Central American States. But it. would be consentingto the practice of a fraud against tlieni
and ourselves to tolerate such efforts after the
treaties of 1783, 178G, and 1850.

Lord Clarendon claims that the late Mr. Webster,when Secretary of State, sanctioned the
British construction of the treaty of 1850. This'
sanction is understood to be merely inferred from
Mr. Webster's having advised Mr. Marcoleta, the
Nicaraguan Minister, to accept a treaty proposed
to the States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica by the
British Government, upon the basis of that construction.Mr. Webster seems only to have pro-
posed this from an amiable desire to effect u compromise,which failed. But however solemn may
have been his approval of the British construction,
it has never been adopted by the United States,
and they have constantly insisted on their own,
as now maintained.

Mr. Webster's supposed admission against the
T Tn j t O ? jtj tutt/'O 1 '* *" "** ' vvd 1» *b -r.

ter adit»ission of Lord John Russell, in the letter
fro«i which I have quoted so largely already:
The peculiarity of this case is, that certain

neighboring States deny altogether the independenceof Mosquito ; and the Mosquito nation are

liable anvday to new incursions upon their territory.We can make no complete provision against
this danger. Our policy is. to do all tjiat honor
and humanity require in behalf of the^Mosquito
nation, but we intend to adhere steadily to the
treaty of Washington of the 10th of A Til, 1850,
and not to assume any sovereignty, eit ser direct
or indirect, in Central America."
So much light has now been thrown upon the

whole field of debate, that I can di# mse very
briefly nf 'yn rair« «* » *»« 'proceedto speak of t he Balize. Simultaneously with
the ratification of the treaty of 1850? explanationspassed between the negotiators, S hich exceptedfrom its operation " the British settlement
in Honduras, (commonly called British Honduras,as distinct from the State of Hond'lras,) and
the small islands in the neighborhood of that
settlement, which may be known as iW dependencies;"'and it was declared that "the title to
that settlement and those islands was left by the
treaty, without denying or affirming or meddlingin any way with the same.''

Great Britain now insists on the Sarstoon
River, (which is far south of the Sibun,) as the
border of the British settlement of the Bali/.e,while, by the treaty of 178fi, the Sibun is expresslydefined as its proper boudary ; and she
insists, moreover, on exclusive sovereignty over
that district, while, by that treaty, her possessionis merely a subordinate one, without anyattribute of dominion whatever Itr tliix erlen.t-
ed and absolute occupation, tlrcat Britain covers
a proposed passage across the Isthmus, through
the State of Honduras, and also has great power
to obstruct even the Nicaragua route. Yhe UnitedStates, in view of the exception of the Bali/.e
district from the treaty of 1850, do not insist now,
011 her abandoning the Balizc, but they insist that
she shall withdraw from the district sho has
usurped, lying between the Sibun and the Sarstoon,and confine herself within the stipulated
boundaries of the Balize, while they ar* content
to leave for further discussion the examination of
her pretensions to absolute sovereignty within
that district.
Lord Clarendon sustains the British claim by

drawing in the fact that the United States, in
1841, sent a Consul to reside at the Balize, who
received his exequatur from the British Government.But Balize is situated north of the Sibun,
and within the proper limits of British Honduras.
The act of sending a Consul to reside there is
no acknowledgment of the lawfulness of the extensionof the settlement beyond thoseboundaries.
Secondly, the appointment of a Consults only a

commercial, not a political transaction.
Lord Clarendon further sustains thest' usurpaItions, by alleging that the treaty of 178* was abrogatedin 1814, by a war between GreSt Britain

and Spain, at which time the Balize Settlement
had been already extended to the SarstOwn. But
Great Britain was, during that war, as well as
before it, occupying the Balize, in subordination
to the Spanish title. She did not effect nor even
allege a change in the nature or extept of her
possessions then. When peace was restored, she
made no treaty of boundaries, and took no politicalstipulations whatever; but, on the contrary,
entered into a treaty which expressly revived all
formerly existing commercial treaties.-to which
class the treaty of 178(1, so far as the Balize dis-
trict or settlement was concerned, manifestly belonged.Great Britain continued to aft on. this
ground until the question of inter-oceanic passagesacross the Isthmus arose. In 1817, tqe British
Parliament passed a law, entitled, ' Mi act for
the more effectual punishment of mi: ^ers and
manslaughters, committed in places i">t within
his Majesty's dominions." The prea» hie |s in
these words : " Whereas grievous mil ders and
manslaughters have been committed I t the settlementin the Bay of Honduras, in Son h America,the same bay or settlement being f >9 certain
purposes in the possession and within the protectionof his Majesty, but not within the territoryand dominion of His Majesty, bv persons
residing within that settlement." Parliament
amended this statute, in 1819, by another, which
re-affirmed that Balize was not within the territoriesand dominions of Great Britain. I have
already shown that, in 1826, Great Britain, in
recognising the independence of Mexico, stipulatedfor her settlement at the Balize the privilegesgranted by the treaty with Spain, of 1786.
Such is the unanswerable argument for the

American position in regard to the Balize.
It remains now to speak of the Colony of the

Bay Islands. In Central America, not in British

*
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Honduras, in the Caribbean Sea, about thirty- j
five miles from the port of Truxillo, in the State
of Honduras, and four hundred miles distant from
the Balize, lies the island of Ruatan, spacious,
fertile, beautiful, and easily susceptible of defence.Near to it are the relatively smaller, but

yet considerable, islands of Bonacca, Utilla, Bar-
baret, Ilelene, and Mocrat. The islands of Ruatan
and Bonacca are said, by a British geographer,
to be. by reason of their fine harbors, good soils,
fine air, and abundant animals, as well as their
commanding grounds, proverbially known in that

part of the world as the Garden of the West
Indies, the Key to Spanish America, and a new

(Gibraltar. On the iTth or July, 1850, tmrteen

days after the conclusion of the treaty of 1850, a

proclamation was issued by the British Government,constituting the islands before named a

colony, under the name of the Colony of the
Bay Islands.
The United States insist that Great Britain

shall discontinue this new Colony. Great Britain
refuses, and alleges that the Colony is within the
Balize settlement, or British Honduras, and so is
excepted from the treaty. On the contrary, the
islands which are excepted are described in the
exception as small islands in the neighborhood
of the Balize. Not only are there such small islandsin that place, but they are expressly describedand assigned to the Balize, in the treaty of
1786, while the Bay Islands arc neither small
islands, nor are they situated in the neighborhoodof the Balize, but, on the contrary, they are

islands of considerable magnitude and of historic
importance. The treaty of 1786 assigns them to
the "Spanish Continent," and expressly excludes
Great Britain from them. Great Britain shows
no pretence of title, or even of continued occu- {

pancy of them. Spain held them until the
revolution in Central America. The State of)
Honduras assumed possession, and placed a flag
nn kiuitan. in 1821>. Great Britain caused that
flag to be supplanted by her own in 18.19; but
this was immediately atterwards lowered, and
the flag of Honduras was restored to its place.
It is unimportant to follow this petty contention
farther. Whatever pretensions Great Britain
may have ever before made to the Bay Islands,
they were all solemnly and forever relinquished
and abandoned by her in the treat}' of 1850.

I have thus reached the conclusion that the
American positions are just, and the American
demands are right. The final question is a prae-
tical one.What ought the United Stales now to
do?

I can now only glance at some of the circumstanceswhich affect the question. I regret that
it involves in any case a possibility of war. Although1 believe war sometimes justifiable, I regardit always nevertheless as a calamity and an

evil. I do not agree with either those who suppose
it contributes to national prosperity, or those who
regard it as a salutary discipline of States. 1
should therefore deeply deplore any war with any
nation, and, more than any other, a war with
Great Britain. That Power no longer arms alone.
Its wealth and influence easily secure allies. Nor
in such a contest should we be unaided. The
adjacent American States, at least, would cooperatewith us. It would therefore be a generalwar, and, consequently, more extensively injuriousand widely demoralizing than any other
in which we could be engaged. It would moreoverrenew and practically perpetuate an alienationbetween two fraternal States, on whose
common guidance (only secured through their
concord) the advancing nations largely depend.
I deprecate a war, moreover, because it can be
avoided, unless there shall be fault on both sides,
or on one side ; and therefore in one sonse it
would be an unnecessary conflict. Notwithstandingthe occasional occurrence of misapprehensionsand irritations, the world is yet wide enough
for both nations, and for all nations. We are

the centre of one system, an American one ; Great
Britain is the centre of another, an European
one. Almost in spite ot ourselves, we are steadilyextending and increasing our control over

these continents. Notwithstanding her tenacity,she is constantly losing her dominion
here. This is within the order of Nature. It
was for three hundred years the business of
F.uroTiean nations to colonize, discinline. and edit-
rate American nations. It is now the business
of those nations to govern themselves. The declineof European power here practically began
with the fall of Canada out cf the control of
France, in 1763. It has steadily continued until
now only some relics, possessing little vitality,
remain. Without any war on our part, Great
Britain will wisely withdraw and disappear from
this hemisphere within a quarter of a century.
at least, within half a century. War might hasten,but might also delay it.

I regret, also, that a war, if it must come, must
also probably concur with the great conflict that
now convulses Europe. The British Administrationhas long been unfaithful to the cause of
Free Institutions in Europe, and the French Empireis, in myjeyes, a hateful usurpation. Xeverraryjandpracucaify epucincral, while the Russian
Empire is an obstinate and portentous reality. I
accept the oracular exposition of the first Xapoleon;and, believing that Europe must be soon

either Republican or Cossack, 1 recognise, beneath
the monarchical masks of the allies, the Western
Nations contending against an advancing despotism.Although no duty and no propriety requiresus to intervene on their side, I should be
very unwilling to engage my country in a combinationagainst them.

1 regret, also, the sad condition of the Central
American States, which seems to render them as
incapable of profiting by our intervention its the
French people were, when, in 1790, they demandeda like interposition, m fulfilment of our precedenttreaties of comment and alliance.

Nevertheless, a war with Great Britain is now
among the possible solutions of the present embarrassment.We certainly "an look for no moderationon her part hereafter if wo overlook her
persistent refusal to fulfil this, the most solemn
and important of all our international engagements.It will be an idle dreaai to suppose ourselvesfree and safe, if we leave her to waylay us
on tui Maes ot all our Isthmus psmgM from
our Atlantic region to the l'acific States.
Nor <lo I fear a war, having justice ami high

State necessity on our side. We outnumber the
population of the British Islands. Tlieir dependenciesdetract from instead of lending strength.
Although we have less realized wealth, we have
infinitely greater resources than those, of (treat
Britain; and our revenues, susceptible of large
Increase, are practically free. Our recruiting
ground is ample, as Great Britain well knows,
for she has tried to enter it clandestinely. If there
were any deficiency of native volunteers, Great
Britain herself, as well as other European nations,has supplied us with this element of war. We
have a corps of military officers unequalled, and
we have the foundations of an effective navy,that can speedily be built up and put in motion.

In view of the circumstances, it seems to me
wise to adhere to our demands, and yet to cast
on Great Britain distinctly the responsibility of
deciding upon peace or war. Some would advise
us to propose arbitration. But I think we have
passed that point already. It would imply doubt
of the rightfulness of the positions on which we
have elected to stand, as claimants out of possession.Such indecision would be equivalent to
abandonment. Besides, I do not know where we
could find an impartial umpire in the presentdisturbed condition of Europe.

I do not think that Great Britain will choose
a resort to war. Jler Government, hardly less
than our own, is a popular one. This controversygrows out of a caprice of her own Administration.A war would embarrass her prosperousindustrial system, and could bring to her
in POtiirn r\r\ * *
... .v.u.u iiu n-ii-ijimir tvi>iMnagr, even ii sue
were successful. My counsel, therefore, is it
notice to Great. Britain that we shall interfere to
prevent her exercise of dominion in South America,if it shall not he discontinued within one
year, and also that authority he now given to
the President to execute that delayed purpose.

Great Rritain may reconsider.may propose to
us a reference, or some other amicable adjustment.1 would be ready to hear, and to go to
the very verge of accommodation. But this
disposition I think ought not to persuade us to
inactivity.

If the wisdom of Congress shall approve this
course, then the intervening time can he well and
wisely improved. No sagacious nation will ever
hazard all its foreign dominion or influence, or
the integrity of its territory, without bringing all
its power into exercise. A nation that strikes for
continental supremacy, must at once render itself
self-sustaining and independent. Before we exposeCalifornia and Oregon to the hazards of a
war with the first naval Power in the world, we
must at least begin what has been too long delayedalready, the construction of railroads from
the Western borders of the Mississippi States to
our ports on the Pacific. Although the controversyarises on the shores of the Caribbean Sea,yet the field of contest will now, as heretofore,lie north of the St. Lawrence. Canada cannot
be conquered against her will. She cannot refuse.if you tendor her annexation on just terms,with indemnity for the struggle she may expectwith Great Britain.

I have thus expressed my opinions with frankness.But I am not tenacious of them all. 1invoke equal frankness and the broadest patriotismon all sides of this Chamber, and in all
parts of the country. If these shall be fully exercised,this day will inaugurate a new and important,and yet peaceful triumph over the ancientColonial policy of Europe, honorable to
ourselves, and auspicious to all nations. '
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Now Edition, bvo.

IN PRESS.
THE COURT OP NAPOLEON ; or. Society Under the

First Empire. With Portraits of Iih Beauties, Win. and
Heroines. By Frank B. Goodrich. (" Dick Tinto. ) Kvo.

VICTORIA ; or. The World Overcome. By Caroline
Cherebro. 12nio.

THE SPARllOWORASS PAPERS By Fred. S Cor7.0I1S.121110.
OA BRI EE VANE.111S Ft >RTU NI. and HIS FRIENDS

12ino. By Jeretuy Loud.
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF A S ROE, 4 Vols.

Author of James Monfjoy, Long Look Alu-ad, Ac (includinga new Volume.)
A NEW BOOK, by John R. Thompson. Editor of the SouthernLiterary Messenger.
REDBl'D'S NECKLACE, a Story of the Old Virginia

Frontier. Uy John Eaten Cooke, Author of "The VirginiaComedian." lstmo.
A NEW NOVEL, by the Author of "Jsora's Child.'

12nio.
THINE AND MINE. A Beautiful Story. B> Flora

Neale, of Baltimore. 12mo.
THE BROTHER CLERKS. A Tab: of New Orleans
By Mary Ashley, ltjino.

YOUNti LADY'S GUIDE TO PERFECT GENTILITY.
A New Book of Etiquette. By Emily Tlioruwell ivlino.

"THE LION HUNTER OF ALGERIA, with Tales of
the Chase in Northern Atrica." tmnslatad iront the
French of Jules Gerard, by Charles E. Whitehead.

A NEW NOVEL, by A. S. Roe. author of" A Long Look
Alu ad.
DERBY A JACKSON, late J. C. Derby,

474 Hit Nassau street. New York.

PALMER'S PATENT LEG.

THIS American invention stands nnrivalled, both in
this country and in Europe. It is worn by one thousandpersons, and wilh most astonishing success In

competition wilh thirty other substitutes, of the be-'
French, English, and German manufacture, it rec-ived
the award of the GreHt Medal at the World's Exhihitioi
in London, as the best artificial limb known. In tin* countryit has been thirty times exhibited, in competition with
all others, at the Annual Fairs in the principal cities, and
has ill every instance received the award ol the highest or

first premium. And as a crowning honor, by the unanimousapproval of hii international council, the "Fir-t
Premium" only Silver Medal given for limbs was
awarded to the inventor at the New York Crystal Palace.
Pamphlets, giving full information, sent gratis to every

applicant. B. FRANK. PALMER,
4110 376 Chesnut St., Philadelphia.

S C H A M Y17
THE CHEAT CIRCASSIAN CHIEF.

Ou the 1st of February wo shall Publish an InterestingWork,
A HISTORY OF CIRCA8SIA,

The Land ofSchnmyl and hid Hardy Mountaineers.
Being 11 full description of the country -mil us inhabitant*

Twenty Years War with Russia,
CotnyiUii by onr of Aintira's most EUnaitt IVriten.

J MII.TON MACKIF.. KSt|.
rpilK home of Schamyl and the country of the Caucasus.X interesting as it is, has been to the present time almost
n terra incognita to the civilized world. It will be so no
longer. Mr. Maekie. in this elegantly-written volume, introducesus to their homes, and wc wander with linn
among their inouiitaiu fastnesses, and mind the luxnriuiil
valleys of the Kuban and the Terek, astonished at our
previous ignorance of such a country and such :i people

JOHN P. JEWF.TT k CO.,
PCBi.lSllF.RS,

47.1 117 Washington street, Boston.

JOHN WILLIAM GUIREY k CO.,
BARKERS,

Hoi. 45 and 47 S. Third street, Philadelphia.
A I.I. business connected with t.'cneral BANKINf.

transacted efficiently and promptly.
The luehest Interest paid Depositors on Time and furrentAccounts.
Notes, Aeei ptances. ice., payable in Philadelphia, sent

to us for colleeiioa. promptly remitted lor one day of payment,at current rate of K.xehange. without charge.
SALE OF STOCKS BY AUCTION.

JOHH WILLIAM GUIREY,
AUCTIONEER OF STOCKS ON'I.Y,

Will hold, at the PHILADELPHIA KXfHANfiK. regularshIcs of Stocks. Bonds, and Securities generallyPar'ies desiring advances can always draw at sight to
the amount of 75 per cent, of market price; orders for the
positive,unrestricted sale n: such ease accompany nig the
Stock.
Commission, (including every charge.) > of I per cent,

upon par value, except in case of advance, when 1 ol 1
per cent, upon such advance, wuh current rate of interest.will be charged.
Stocks also purchased and sold at the Brokers' Board
Especial facilities offered for ihe negotiation of Stocks,Bonds, and New Securities, on most favorable terms.

I AMD WARRANTS.
fTMJF. subscribers, having made a large addition to their
A active capital, are now prepared to purchn-e nil unlimitedquantity ot I .and Warrants, not only at the veryhighest market prices, but at ,'im/i will pay more than auyhouso m this city. Baltimore. Philadelphia, or \. w York,
and certainly always as much; and will deal very liberallywith correspondents, forwarding Warrants by mail.
... ..a.y f niiu»i!iK iin-1ii more nutrrHi rnies >I ron^ldiraiKHi
of the lo«s of time necessary for their transmission to this
city. Mitd our return draft* on Northern and Southern
cities in payment. Address

J. M. CLARKE A Co., Bankers,
and Dealers in Land Warrants, Washington, D. C.

RKFKR TO.
Col. James G. Tlerret. Postmaster, Washington, D C.
Suter, Lea, ft Co.. Rankers, do
All the Officers of the Hanks in Wheeling. Virginia.Reebee A Co.. Bankers. New York.
Peters. Spence, ft Co.. Bunkers. Lynchburg, Va
Paul & ti111ton. Bankers. Petersburg. Va
K II. .Maury ft Co.. Rankers. Richmond. Va.
Cashier Bank of Virginia. Richmond. Va
Cashier Farmers' Bank of Virginia, Richmond. Va.
("ashler M. ami M Bank. PHrkersbiirg. Va.
James Kobh ft Co., Bankers, New Orleans
J W Clark ft Co., Bankers. Boston.
W. M. ft J. C. Martin. Rankers. Charleston, S C.
P. A A. Vinton, Rankers, New Philadelphia.O. 472

UTILE <iIANT

CORN AND COB MILL.
1MIIS MILL has been the favorite with Western farmersfor nearly two years, and has taken the first premiumsat the principal Agricultural Fairs of the nation,and in the most complimentary manner. For durability,simplicity of construction, and convenience of use, theLittle Giant has no equal, it m»v he used »iik o..»

with two horscs, and, according to size, will grind fromeight to sixteen bushels of feed per hour, from dry corn,
or corn and oats The Little tiiant varies in weight froin
two to four hundred pound*, and in prior from Sti-i to 8.5o.according to size, and can be worked out doors withoutinjury from the weather.
These Mill* are positively guarantied to suit, or thepurchase money refunded on the return of the Mill.For Mills or descriptive circulars, address

ROSS SCOTT A Co., Philadelphia,Manufacturers of Metallic Mills exclusively.
I.tvcot.tr Corntt, Kt., Sept. 2f>, lifi5.

Sir: Incompliance with the request of Mr. Hedge*, one
of the patentees i»f the I.itlle Giant Corn and Cob Mill. I
return to you, as their agent, the Mill So. 2 which I have
used the past season, and upon which I have ground nearlynine thousand bushels. Tiie wear of this Mill I considerinappreciable; hut, as I have stated above, I return
it at the request of the patentee, who wishes to satisfy
himself upon this point by actual inspection.

\ ours, truly. J. WARRKX GRIGSBX .

Mr. H. M. Wkathkrpord. Itanrxll*.
Testimonial of Cassias M. Clay.

Whit* Haia F. O., Madison Co., K-v
Genti.rmen: I write to express rny delight at the work

of the Little Giant. I did not trust to the boys,"' this
tune being at home myself. I put it up and set it a-gotng
with one strong mare, that pulls it easily.
You have done more for your country than any twenty

members of Congress, for the last twenty years I would
not give up my nitl for £1.00, or more.

1 am. truly, your obliged, obedient servant.
' C. M. CLAY.

Messrs. Scott it. Hedges, Cincinnati, Ohio.
AGEirrs.

R L Allen. N»w York; Parker. White, it Gannet,Boston; Kmory Bro., Albany; C. M. Widrig it Co.. KJmira.N. Y.; James Wardrop, Pittsburgh, Pa Scott A
Hedges. Cincinnati, Ohio; K W Lawrence A Co Chicago,III.; James B. Chadwtck, St Louis, Mo. 471
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VOL. X.
" THE OLD PHYSICIAN

HIT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD,"
when he wrote anil published

THE PHYSIOLOGYJF MARRIAGE.
RAUKI.Y have we issued a book which has been so

warmly commended. n« a timely,judicious, and mum
needed work. Every mail comes freighted with le' er.
from all pari* of the country-, thanking us lor pubiishng
so valuable and unexceptionable a treatise on a aJhj.ci
of so much importance.
Wo have already printed

FIFTEEN THOUSAND COPIES!
and. judging from the present demand, an alrooshiidefiinte
number will be called for.

In one Volume, Cloth, Price 13 (/cuts.
The ablest and most reliable reviews iiitlie countryspeak thus of this book :

[From the Evening Traveller, Bojon]
" A book thai ehaultl b< read bu eeery man tad iroma I t,

the larul, married and unmarried "

(From I'rentiee's Louisville Journal,aenlucky J
u Thi.j~ L .1- .».i J .

by every man and woman. The author ut.es with so rn,.,

good taste and purity of language, as to tnder tht treauiinoIfensue to the most shrinking uuxluty '

[Froin the Christian Ohwrver, I'Fudelplua ]
"It treats of subject* pertaining to In?* overy day u

ters. in which the whole community ad interested. «t
which not one in a hundred knows aiythun?.''
We could inuUiply these upproviuf notices alum- 111

deiinilely. and from nigh quarters iperusal of the X
is all that i* needed to satisfy any oie +11! it i« h most e \
cellent and tnueh-iieeded treatise.

ONE THOUSAN1 > TilA V El EI NO AO EN Is
cou.d tnake money in selling tin* ba»k.
For 75 rents, in postage stamps.r' will <-:id a rop, l.»

mail to any address.

JOHN P. JEWKTT i JoMPANV,
IMBMsHKRS

117 Washington stre>0 Boston.

JEWETT, PROCTOR. £ JVORTHINGTON,
472 CI.KVKf.AX/ OHIO

T() NEBVOU8Sufferers.
4 RETIRED CLERGYMAN, kmmi4 m health
j\ few days, alter inanyV'""r* 01 S" "' nervous

fernig,is anxious to uuik known the means 01 cm
Will send (free) the preemption used. Liireet The. H< \

JOHN M DAt.N'AM., & Fulson street. Brook
New York. I".

VANTED.
W 1 YOl'N't; MK(. tn act 11- Agents in a liu.it »

«J" "
/ light, pleasan and honorable. at a .ulaix ot -

per month For furtk r particulars 111 regard to hum
enclose postage siaitt> Address
|l>2 H It CAKTr.R, Haverhill. Mas.

PHILOSOPHICAL AND CHEMICAL Al'
PAHATES,

H T ANl'FACT'RF.I* BY C It WARRINC. A '

iJl PoiiffhkeeMic, N V. Catalogues grnt,« IV

A!> \ ERTlSBMBNT,
I " NITF.I)-""TATF.S I.ANDS entered n-r rash or 1
I wurr»n*. by WIl.l.lAM II JARVIf I.and A
Madison, fisconsin, near the Milwnukie and Mtsst*-
Roil road which road \vi!l lie completed trom Mllwin. >

to the Mississippi river w ithm one year. All tracts n
ed l>\ Ami are selected alter actual examination anc

port liy Ilia surveyors', \<-tio taken hut good farm In;
Fee, per All -acres.

References F.x-Oov I. J. Fnrwell, Madison. Wis.
sin; Alfred Avery. F.sip. New A ork citv Ku»k A t

ver. Slock Broker--, t'tncinnnti. <i IV \ Roger- fa
icr Hank of l.'licu. New A ork. 4'-'1

WHEELER A W ILSON'S

SEWING MACHINES.
qMU'-SF. Machines operate upon nn entirely new p
.1 eiple. using no shuttle, l-ut one needle, and lu
threads. They have heen in operation in the hands
families and manufarturers -ufflcn-ally long to give tin
a thorough trial, and have given entire satisfa. Inn:
They arc very simple in roust ruction, and highly or

mental as well as useful, fitted to adorn a la-lx* par
or occupy a less conspicuous position in the shop ot
artisnn.

It has heen our object to furnish a Machine that w.

he applicable to FA.M1I.A I SK. as well as to the w;

of Tailors, Dre** and Cloak Maker-, shirt and Co
Manufacturers. Ac. \\'e are confident that our Macn,
in their present form are the best ever oticrel lu lmpuhlic.
Thousands of families cat testify to their merits on ..

kind* of Family Sewing. while Slnri and foliar Mam.
turers freely acknowledge llicir superior.I) ..ver all .

for ilieir work.
An examination of the Machines is respectfully -- ied,lit our Othces.
No. 3W Broadway, New A'ork.

Ill Si Charles sireel. New Orleans.
I'Jt; llallniiorc street, lialuiiu-rc
.'|s South Seventh street, Philadelphia
10 Market itlwt, st Lows, Miaaoori.

.'I Ail-any street. Troy. New A -irk
4-. Seventh street. Washington, I). (I,

fi-'l Court street. Boston 4 1

CINCINN ATI RETREAT FOR THE INSANE.
IN charge of KLUVARI) MF.A1). M. IV. Iklitr.r nt tie

American Psychological Journal, la»r'urem;i I
andForensic Medicine, late Professor of Obstetric*, si:.;

formerly of Materia Medica, Ac.
This institution is open for the reception ot" patient- It

is a select establishment, prescnung superior edvannu'
Nonehut quiet patients are admitted The long ex;. n

encr of the Superintendent as a practitioner and t-'> r

afford* h guaranty of kindly - arc and the mo" sii"Cc-«;ul
tre alinent.
Terms made known on application to l>r. MKA1).«'

einnati. Ohio 4*»

IOWA LAN URN.

("1AIMTA LISTS and others, wi-Iuur io make iiutjmen is in lllNVA I.ASUH. ran do so lhrough the
ilcr-igtied. Holders of Land Warrants ran linvr 'i
loaned to actual settlers. on on< and two m «i> tnmFORTYFF.Il CUNT INTF.KF.ST: and h'» the tit!" .«
tlir person furnishing the Wsiraiits, the iiive«ten
perfectly sine. Lauds selected, and all biisitu » peris
tag to Land Agency prompt I v attended to.

ANDHLW J. STF.YFNs A CO. Hank.
FortDes Moines. Iowa.

Refer to.
K. W Clark. Dodge. A Co.. New York.
Rank ol Alliaay. Albany. New York.
J .M. Clarke A Co. Washington, D (7.
Cook A Sargent. Davenport. Iowa
<ireen. Thomas. A Co Darlington, Iowa
City liimk of Kiieine. Wisronsiii. 11*

NEW VOLUMES
or thk

FOUR GREAT BRITISH REVIEWS,
MAMEl.Y.

Edinburgh, North British, Westminster, and LondonQuarterlies, and Blackwood's EdinburghMagazine, (Monthly,)
Commence irith North British fur May, I
and Hie other Reviews ami Blackwood furJuly, 1855.

rpKRMS OF SUBSCRIPTION Any one It viewI Itiackwood. S.'! a year Rlack u nod and one Kview,or any two Reviews, fl5 The lour Review- ai
lilackwood, *10.

Hostage (which should !» paid ijiiailerly ill ndvinir.
on tiie lour Reviews and Hlaekwood, to any Po-t <>fhinthe United stales, only eighty eriii* a year. Nairn-;
fourteen cents a year on each Review, and twenty n-u'
cent* a year on lilackwood. Ad/reg*

L. SCOTT A CO., Publisher?,
54 (told street, corner of Fulton. New York

11*^ Please mention the starve in your next noin
al"V>. suggest that the present i« h favorable time i.ir new
subscribers to begin

fl"7 " Fditors will oblige by sending such copies of their
paper as contain notices, etc ol the reprints, and tha,only,to Blackwood's .Maga/iiie. New \orh

!["/" Subscribers in Washington city and vicinity *»,
plied free of postage, by

TAYLOR A MAURY.

STITT vt BROWN. Wool Dialer*.
JVo. 12 South Front street, Philadelphia,

SKT1I K STITT, l>tnla.l«-l|>liin ; JAMF.S M BROWN.
Mnxnillon. Ohio M

THE INDEPENDENT.
1 8 56.

New Type! New Paper! ! New Writers! II
Circulation 23,000!

THE INDKPEXDKNT will this yet I
the name corps of l'.ditor* which have heretofore ai-mevi
«o r>itr 1, h reputation for the paper 'I'liey will a--.'.'''
by iwo additional clergymen, who are well h, i.wit »

distinguished for their ability and talent* Sonic r

wilier* an- iiltu er paged, in addition to the lollowing »tingumhed
Regular Contributors.

RKV. (.KORtiK B CIIKKVKR, I) I>,
RKV. HKNRY WARD FtKKCHKR,

<HlV I.OI IS ROSSI Til.
M I.OI IS r/F.RNATORV
MRS HAKHIirr HUECIIF.R XTOWI
MRS II C. KNR.HT,Mr. CIIARI.KS I,. BRACK,

Ml CI.ARKN't'K CtKiK.
l>r SOl.tiF.R.

.MINNIK MYRT1.F.,
ANXIi: II

Ami numerousotherCorrespondents
From all »eetions of the I'nioit from Kngland, I'm
Germany, Switzerland. Italy, and the lloly I.an I.
tribute to enneh the column* ot THIS Jttl R\aI. "

Prices Current and Market Ilenorts
Will continue In be made by the same compete ill h:i
which have heretofore roinliicted tin« (leparliiii-iit ot
paper, and which have the pa*! year nivcn sach mars
satisfaction to the farming ami trading portion m our «

rcribers.
Talent Engaged.

No expense will he spared tn secure every vare
talent which can uricli nnd enhance the value ol
journal. The ann and ambition or' tlie proprietor* t>»heea,nnd still ia, regardlen of expense, to secure in

editor*, contributor* and correspondent*, the verv hisa**'
order of talent, and to furni*h to snl.s. rilier* a pai*'which, in point of ability nnd value in every departimshouldbe unfifuaUtd by any other religiou* jourti*lished They (relieve that in these respects they have
eeeded.

To the Religious Public.
To lho*e of then) who wish to Inks a religious nape-' r

would beg leave to say, tliat if they will compare THIi INDEPENDENTwith any Other |iap»-r. and n tkay de-ir-
periodical of literary merit, one that will mdepende i'
discus* the (treat question* of the day Iroin a re -cistandpointa pa|>er containing religious reading kn
family, beside* a large and varied amount of other m >'

ler, we arc satisfied tfint multitudes of them will not nesi
tatc to give this journal a trial.

Our Circulation
Is, we arc happy to say, increasingw ith a rapidit y eiihf"lyunexampled in the history of the religious press, e.inthi* country or Europe' Since i*t January, l"'^ 1

has received an addition ot over

Eight Thousand!
Trots..By mail, fS p«r annum, in advance.
Advertisvmkxt* .A limited number will be taken *'

one shilling per line, each insertion.
Money sent by mail is at our risk.
Office No. 'ti Heekmnn street. New Yor*.

JOSEPH H. LAUD, Publisher.
January 5, (T1


